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It is the pleasant task of the Editor to wish 
all the members of the Alumnae a very happy 
and successful New Year, on behalf of your 
President and Alumnae Executive. 

We are pleased to be able to say that in the 
past year, “The News” grew up from twelve pages 
to sixteen and in October to a new high of twenty 
pages. This was achieved through the co-opera¬ 
tion of all, especially an increase of news items. 
While we don’t expect to reach twenty pages each 
issue (much as we would like to), still it is our 
hope, whenever possible, to make “The News” 
as big and as interesting as we can. 

Many thanks for the kind messages sent our 
way telling us that you enjoyed “The News.” 

K. M. B. 


Treasurer 

Doreen Murphy ’36.LL*. 2481 

92 Westminster Avenue 


A REMINDER 

YOUR ANNUAL ALUMNAE FEE 
IS DUE 

Send to 

Doreen Murphy, 

92 Westminster Ave., 
Toronto 3, Ontario 

This includes your subscription to 
The News 
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ALUMNAE 

MEETING 


The September meeting of the Alumnae As¬ 
sociation of St. Michael’s Hospital was held in 
the Nurses’ Residence on Sept. 14, 1948. 


Dr. Gordon Bell of Shadowbrook Hospital gave 
a most interesting talk on the history and the 
treatment of alcoholism. 


The minutes of the June meeting were read 
and approved. 


The correspondence was read by Miss Donovan. 


The treasurer’s report was given by Miss 
Doreen Murphy: 


Net Cash .$1,492.35 

Scholarship Fund. 1,361.72 


Reporting on the activities of the Local Coun¬ 
cil of Women, Miss Crocker suggested that we 
withdraw from the Local Council and join the 
Catholic Women’s League. 


It was moved by Miss Grogan, seconded by 
Miss J. O’Connor, that the Alumnae belong to 
both the Local Council and the Catholic Women’s 
League. Since an organization, as a group, can¬ 
not join the Catholic Women’s League this motion 
could not be voted upon. 


Miss Boyle read her report on the “News”. She 
mentioned the increasing cost of the publication 
of the “News”. 


Miss Boyle also gave a very interesting report 
on the C.N.A. Convention held in Sackville, New 
Brunswick, in June. 


New Business 


It was moved by Miss Crocker and seconded 
by Miss Doherty that Miss N. O’Connor be in 
charge of the Christmas boxes for sick nurses. 
This was carried. 

Discussion followed regarding the painting of 
the special nurses locker room. Miss Huck agreed 
to see Sister Superior about this. 

Miss Richardson, seconded by Miss N. O’Connor, 
moved that Miss Ferguson and Miss Evers act as 
joint conveners for the Nov. dance. This was 
carried. 

Miss Crocker, seconded by Mrs. Martin, moved 
the meeting adjourned. 



FEATURING OUR NEW YORK MEMBERS 


Muriel Burton, 404 Hart St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

A. M. Devlin, 404 Hart St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Genevieve Dunn, 132122 Avery Ave., Flushing, 
Long Island. 

Bertha Gibbons, Nurses’ Central Club, 132 
East 45th St., New York 17. 

Mrs. G. (Dumont) Kaufman, 447 Pine St., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Mrs. Kay Walsh Kirk, 135 East 33rd St., New 
York City. 

Mabel Power, 231 West 96th St., New York 
City. 

Dorothy Regan, 132 East 45th St., New York 
City. 

Helen M. Walsh, 309 East 49th St., New York 
City. 

Betty Kay Webster, 132 East 45th St., New 
York City. 

Mrs. J. Booth Starrs, 309 East 61st St., New 
York City. 

Mrs. Wm. Collins, 3563 79th St., Jackson 
Heights, New York. 
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OUR HOLY FATHER’S NEW YEAR PRAYER 
FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD 

God, omnipotent 
and eternal, with 
all our soul we 
thank Thee for the 
great gift of the 
Holy Year. 0 Ce¬ 
lestial Father who 
seest all, who be- 
holdest and rulest 
the hearts of men, 
make them docile, 
in this time of 
grace and salva¬ 
tion, to the voice 
of Thy Son. Let 
the Holy Year be 
for all, a year of 
purification and of 
sanctification, o f 
inward life and of 
reparation, the 
year of the great return of the great pardon. 

Give unto those that suffer persecution for the 
faith, the spirit of fortitude, to unite them in¬ 
dissolubly to Christ and to His Church. Protect, 
0 Lord, the Vicarate on earth of Thy Son, the 
bishops, the priests, the religious, the faithful. 


Let all—priests and laymen, adolescents, adults 
and the aged—gather in a close union of thought 
and of affection, almost as a solid rock, against 
which the fury of Thine enemies may break. May 
Thy grace inspire in all men love for so many 
unfortunates, whom poverty and misery reduce 
to a condition of life unworthy of a human being. 


Awake in the souls of those, who call you 
Father, hunger and thirst for social justice and 
fraternal charity, in works and truth. Give, 0 
Lord, peace to our days, peace to souls, peace 
to the motherland, peace among nations. Let 
the rainbow of pacification and conciliation 
cover again, under the curve of its serene light, 
the land sanctified by the life and the passion 
of Thy divine Son. 


God of all consolation, deep is our misery, grave 
are our sins, innumerable our needs, but greater is 
our faith in Thee. Aware of our unworthiness, 
we filially place our lot in Thy hands, uniting 
our weak prayers to the intercession of the merits 
of the most glorious Virgin Mary and of all the 
Saints. 


Give to the sick resignation and health, to the 
young the strength of faith, to the children purity, 
to the fathers prosperity and the sanctity of the 
family, to the mothers the efficacy of their edu- 
cationaLmission, to the orphans affectionate care, 
to the exiles and the prisoners their home and, 
to all Thy grace, in preparation and in token of 
eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 



SILVER JUBILEES 


January is the month of Jubilees! On Jan. 6th, 
three of our Sisters completed twenty-five years 
in God’s service. It is our privilege to extend 
sincere congratulations to: 


Sister Amata—who as Superintendent of 
Nurses, Operating Room Supervisor and Floor 
Supervisor, endeared herself to so many of our 
graduates. 


Sister Jeanne—who as Superintendent of 
Nurses, Instructress of Nursing and Floor Super¬ 
visor has helped and influenced the lives of so 
many of us. 


Sister Maura—who as Bursar and now as 
Assistant Superior and Assistant Superintendent 
of the Hospital has the kindly interest of the 
nurses at heart. 


As a token of love and esteem on behalf of 
our members the Alumnae Association presented 
the above Sisters with a message of congratulation 
and five mass offerings. 



His Holiness 
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THE CHRISTMAS CRIB IN THE HOSPITAL 

FOYER 


CHRISTMAS IN THE HOSPITAL . . . Re- 
member? The very idea to the outsider sounds 
dreary, but to those of us who have experienced 
just such a Christmas know how far that 
thought is from the truth. For here is the same 
bustling activity as evidenced everywhere else, 
the fun of decorating Christmas trees on the 
floors, the painting of Christmas card scenes on 
the windows, the heavy bags of mail, the extra 
loads of beautiful flowers, poinsettia plants and 
the gay presents for the patients arriving every 
hour of the day. The students are talking ex¬ 
citedly of their coming Nativity play and hum¬ 
ming Christmas carols ever so softly and will 
tell you their faces wreathed with smiles of their 
Christmas leave. 


In the foyer of the main entrance to the Hos¬ 
pital, banked by the traditional Christmas spruce, 
is the real meaning of Christmas—the Christmas 
Crib. Its life-like figures of the Christ Child and 
His Mother bring to mind that night long ago 
in the stable of Bethlehem, when the Saviour of 
the world was born. And we pause and think of 
the people all over the world and wonder how 
they are celebrating the Birth of the Babe. Espe¬ 
cially do we think of the sick—our sick—who are 
suffering and are forced to spend Christmas away 
from their family and home. We think of so 
many things while we gaze at the Christmas Crib, 
of the joy of the new born, the sadness of death, 
the courage of the young, the serenity and resig¬ 
nation of the aged, all) in our care, and thank the 
Sweet Babe for the peace and happiness He has 
given us at this special time of year in doing our 
nursing part in His world. 
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We Extend Our Sympathy to - - 

Marie O’Brien, in the recent death of her 
brother. 

Evelyn O’Donnell Clarke, in the recent death 
of her brother. 

Mary Brillinger Hod gins, in the recent death of 
her young daughter. 

Kay McCully, ’36, whose mother died recently. 


Pat McNamara, ’34, whose mother died recently. 

Albani Beaudoin, in the recent death of her • 
mother. 


Isabel Knox, ’44, in the loss of both her mother 
and father. 


Madge Moore Schoenfeld, ’31, whose mother 
died recently. 


Fern Stuart Butchard, ’32, in the recent death 
of her father. 


Agnes O’Toole, ’40, whose brother died recently. 


Aileen Birns, ’32, in the loss of her father. 




t IN MEMORIAM t 


EVA HACKER KENNEDY 

The death occurred in Ottawa, Out., on Oct. 
23, 1948, of Mrs. Harold Kennedy (Eva Catherine 
Hacker) of the class of 1920, after a prolonged 
illness. Funeral services were conducted by Rev. 
J. Logan-Vencta in Ottawa and interment was at 
Beechwood Cemetery. The sympathy of the 
Alumnae Association is extended to her husband 
and family. 


Ivy DeLeon, ’27, whose brother died recently. 


Mrs. Edward Whalen (Winnie Rame), on the 
death of her mother. 



Louise Quinlan, whose brother died recently. 


Edith Russell Killingworth, on the death of her 
baby daughter. 


The family of the late Margaret Granton, ’30, 
in the loss of their mother. 


MAY KENNEDY MONKHOUSE 

Following an ilness of some weeks, Mrs. Ber¬ 
tram Monkhouse (May Kennedy) of the class of 
1900, died at St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, 
leaving one daughter and two sons. 

Mrs. Monkhouse was a former president of our 
Alumnae Association and her son, Dr. Bill Monk- 
house, interned at St. Michael’s. 

Our sincere sympathy to her family and friends. 
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IN MEMO III AM 

Dr. Wallace Scott 


A well known friend of St. Michael’s nurses 
died on Friday, November 7th, in the person of 
Dr. Wallace Arthur Scott, C.M.G., M.D., F.R.C.S. 

Dr. Wallace Scott was an outstanding member 
of the medical profession and well known in 
military circles. He had served 40 years as con¬ 
sulting surgeon at St. Michael’s. Recognized as 
a humanitarian, Dr. Scott was a familiar figure 
in the public wards of St. Michael’s and was 
deeply interested in the work of the Home for 
Incurable Children. His generosity also found 
expression in numerous gifts to charitable 
organizations given in his name but never 
mentioned. 

A veteran of both world wars, he enlisted the 
day war was declared in August, 1914, and served 
in F'rance with the rank of major with the 
R.C.A.M.C. He became officer commanding 
Moore Barracks Hospital, with the rank of colonel, 
and was decorated with the C.M.G. for his out¬ 
standing services. In World War II, Dr. Scott 
organized the medical services for Toronto before 
the R.C.A.M.C. was prepared to assume responsi¬ 
bility. 

A graduate of the University of Toronto, he 
took post graduate work in England and in 1904 
received the degree of F.R.C.S. He has served 
on the staff of St. Michael’s since that time and 
also held the post of assistant professor of sur¬ 
gery at the* University of Toronto. 

The sympathy of the Alumnae Association is 
extended to his brother and large host of friends. 




WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 

At an executive meeting of St, Michael’s Hos¬ 
pital Women’s Auxiliary, held at the Hospital, 
plans were completed for the general meeting to 
be held in the Assembly Room. The president, 
Mrs. J. L. Jerome presided. Mrs. C. F. Wheaton 
was in charge of the tea table and a musical 
program arranged by Mrs. Wm. Magner and 
Mrs. Jerome included solos by Mrs. Leo Killoran, 
Joan Southern, Christmas music by a number of 
boys from the Cathedral Choir under the direction 
of Rt. Rev. Dr. J. E. Ronan and solos by Dr. Denis 
O’Leary. Mrs. Magner and Margo Lobraieo were 
accompanists. 



RECENT ADVANCES 


As a result of a tour of the Out Patient Dept, 
so graciously arranged by Sister Florian, our 
interest was aroused by the sound proof room and 
new equipment to be found in the Ear, Nose and 
Throat Clinic. We felt that you would be in¬ 
terested too, so Dr. Jos. A. Sullivan kindly gave 
us the following information: 

Recently in the Ear, Nose and Throat Division 
of the Out-Patient Department of St. Michael’s 
Hospital, Toronto, an installation has been made 
of audiometric apparatus for testing hearing. This 
incorporates a specially designed sound treated 
room to provide a quiet surrounding for the per¬ 
son tested, as well as the most modern type of 
Maico audiometer, an instrument for presenting 
sound to the ear under controlled conductions. 
This additional service in the Ear Clinic makes 
it possible to investigate audiometrically the type 
and magnitude of an ear disorder; the proper 
selection of a particular type of hearing loss 
termed clinical otosclerosis which is amenable to 
the Fenestration procedure, this operation having 
been first performed in Canada at St. Michael’s 
Hospital and has been continued throughout the 
last ten years ; and the suitability of hearing aids, 
as well as enhancing the teaching facilities of this 
hospital. 


C 3 


Compliments 

of 

Underwood Limited 

Makers of 

Underwood Typewriter 


135 Victoria Street 
Toronto 
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Marian McNeill, ’44, to Cecil Brown. Plans 

UNDERGRADUATE NEWS indefinite. 


, Ann O’Leary to William Walsh. Plans indefinite. 
Prances O’Connor and M. Lumley represented 
St. Michael’s Hospital School of Nursing at the 

Summer School of Catholic Action held in Mont- p>ita Greco, ’46, to Albert Bonafore. Plans 
real from June 28-July 3. indefinite. 


The Dawes Rd. Farm of the Sisters was the 
scene of the probies picnic. The day was beauti¬ 
ful and one of good food, games and much happi¬ 
ness for all. 


At the November meeting of the Sodality a 
very spirited debate took place. The subject was 
“Resolved that nurses have a greater opportunity 
than any other group of young women to lead 
a Christian way of life.” 


Alice Maher, ’47, to John Mooney. Plans in¬ 
definite. 


Mary Alice Haughey, ’42, to Reg Murphy. 
Wedding planned for the Spring. 


Maureen Shannon, ’47, to Donald Coutre. Wed¬ 
ding plans indefinite. 


On Dec. 7th, in the Hospital Chapel, thirteen 
students were received into the Sodality of Our 
Lady. 

Congratulations to the new Black Bands—Dec. 
8th was the auspicious day! 




TRY 

l3Qrd&H/S Milk 

KL 6151 


Angela Margaret Delaney, ’40, to John Berry 
Cameron of Fort William, Ont. Marriage to take 
place Saturday, February 26, 1949, in Chapleau, 
Ont. 



ATTENTION—CLASS OF 1925 

PLANS ARE CONTEMPLATED FOR A SILVER 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION FOR THE 
CLASS OF 1925 IN 1950. 

WE MUST START TO PLAN NOW. WHAT IS 
YOUR SUGGESTION? SEND IT TO 
MRS. HILDA SHONIKER, 

56 WEBER STREET, 

KITCHENER, ONTARIO 
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WEDDING 




FLOREK - Me MAHON — In St. 
Margaret’s Roman Catholic 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., on 
Nov. 25, 1948, Anna Mc¬ 
Mahon, ’41, to Florian Florek. 

W A L S II - CARRUTHERS — 
On Dee. 30, 1948, in the 
Church of Our Lady at 
Guelph, Out., Margaret Car- 
ruthers to John William 
Walsh. 

WHITEFIELD - MARKS — In 
Barrie, Out., on Dee. 17, 1948, 
Shirley Marks to Ted White- 
field. 


MORISSETTE - CORRIGAN — At St. Thomas 
Aquinas Chapel at Newman Club, on November 
27, 1948, by Rev. Jas. Corrigan, Mary Frances 
Corrigan to Ronald Albert Morissette. After 
a wedding trip to Miami, Florida, the happy 
couple will reside in Haileybury, Ont. 


BAILEY-FLEMING —In St. John’s Chapel of 
St. Michael’s Cathedral, Toronto, on Nov. 6, 
1948, Claudia M. Fleming to Arthur William 
Bailey. 



ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP TEA 
AND RAFFLE 

Saturday Afternoon, April 23rd 
in the 

Assembly Room, St. Michaels Hospital 
Sale of Home Cooking and Raffle Draw 
Make a note now to attend 
Dorothy Shamess—Convener 



ZUPO - McDERMID — On Nov. 6, 1948, at St. 
Michael’s Cathedral, Toronto, Beryl McDermid, 
’46, to Louis Joseph Zupo. Rev. Father Marsh- 
man officiated. . 


HILLS - LESLIE — At the Presbyterian Church, 
Port Credit, Ont., on Nov. 27, 1948, Elizabeth 
Leslie, ’47, to Thomas Hills. 


HESTER-REBSTOCK —Rev. Father Marshman 
officiated at the wedding of Ruth Rebstock, ’46, 
to Douglas Hester in St. John’s Chapel, St. 
Michael’s Cathedral, Toronto, on Dec. 4, 1948. 


IS THIS THE ADDRESS YOU ARE 
LOOKING FOR? 

Mrs. Barbara Hickey Warne, ’37, 111 Durie 
St., Toronto. 

Mrs. Pereey Howell (Madge Reekie), 2041 
Lome Ave., Regina, Sask. 

Mrs. Jno. Roche (Judy Dillon, ’36), 348 Clen- 
denan Ave., Toronto. 

Anarita McNamara, ’37, 518 Adams Ave., 
Scranton, Penn. 



HAIGHT -THURSTON — On Nov. 6, 1948, Thel¬ 
ma Thurston to James Haight. 


BUCKLES-RYAN —The wedding took place 
recently of Doreen Ryan, ’48, to R. J. Buckles. 


Ashley & Crippen 

First in natural colour photographic 
portraits 

BLOOR WEST KI 6113 














THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNE 



\^M| Visitors 

Frances Maher Long, ’42, of Lestock, Saskatche¬ 
wan, was a recent visitor here and is now living 
in North Bay, Ont. 

Marjorie Bacon is now residing at 2 Hemlock 
St., Timmins, Ont. 

Helena M. Grant Waterworth, ’04, of Wards- 
ville, Ontario, was a recent visitor to St. 
Michael’s 


Marie Struthers is back in Toronto after a 
long stay in Port McNichol. 

Pearl Yack Bolger, ’42, of Renfrew, was a 
November visitor to Toronto. 

Marg Shierson has returned to Toronto. Hope 
to see you at the meetings, Marg! 


1 , 

f 











lR party for hospital staff 




Mr, and Mrs. Chas. LaBine (Clara Kelly) are 
spending the winter in the Sunny South. 


Jean Clark is visiting her mother in Van¬ 
couver, B.C. 


Helen Walsh, who has been nursing in New 

York City, has returned to Toronto and is living Helen O’Sullivan spent Christmas week in 
with her sister, Mrs. Harry McDermott (Berna- Timmins visiting relatives, 
dette Walsh). 


Grace Coyle spent the Christmas holidays at 
St. Adele, Quebec. 


Ella O’Boyle was a recent visitor to Brechin 
where she spent a week. 








Page Twelve 


THE NEWS 


January, 1949 


Pros and Cons of 

NURSE EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

SISTER MARY BEATRICE, 

St. Martha’s Hospital, Antigonish, N.S. 


(Reprinted by the kind permission of The Ca¬ 
nadian Hospital Magazine. Sister Mary Beatrice 
is a graduate of the class of 1930, St. Michael’s 
Hospital.) 

H AVING read Three Centuries of Canadian 
Nursing, Dr. Esther Lucile Brown’s Nursing 
for the Future, and Dr. McGugan’s letter 
in the November issue of The Canadian Hospital, 
we can see why many people are confused and 
some are uneasy as to the next steps in hospital 
nursing. Some fear that in our zeal to correct 
defects in the fabric of nurse training, we may 
destroy the whole and find ourselves with a very 
inadequate substitute. There are defects in the 
present system of nurse training and considerable 
publicity has been given to these points in the 
popular press. Some exaggeration and perhaps 
some distortion was inevitable. However, in 
the cause of truth and to safeguard some of the 
better things in the present system, those who 
have uneasy thoughts about the future care of 
the sick apreciate expression of opinions for and 
against the different proposed methods of teach¬ 
ing and training nurses. 

Central Schools Suggested 

A number of people think that large central 
schools provide a perfect answer to the problem. 
From these schools students would be sent out 
to different types of hospitals. Others think the 
central schools would be a poor means used to 
attain a desirable end; namely, limiting re¬ 
sponsibility to one job instead of two, or teaching 
the student without having to provide nursing 
service. Dr. McGugan thinks the apprentice 
system for bedside nursing cannot be beaten and 
that central schools will never adequately replace 
that system. Let it be said here that many nurses 
doing actual bedside nursing and supervision 
agree with Dr. McGugan. 

The hospital school has taken much criticism, 
although there are good hospital schools. Dr. 
Brown agrees that these are doing a good job. 
A word of praise is due hospital schools. If they 
were abolished at this moment we should have 
a Dark Age in nursing as occurred in England 
and in some of her colonies,, lasting in England 
itself for over two hundred years. However, the 
history of nursing is not likely to have a repetition 
of such drastic adjustment. The “reformers” of 
nurse-training today are eager to remove con¬ 


ditions under which poor schools may continue 
to exist. The danger feared is in their method 
of attaining this end. 

Dangers Noted 

The Dark Age referred to above existed in 
England. Other European countries escaped 
such evils by recognizing and holding what was 
good in an older system of hospitalization and 
nursing. Two hundred years later these countries 
on the continent were able to give life-saving care 
and comfort to their soldiers on the battlefield 
and to conduct well-organized hospitals in their 
colonies. And all this while Florence Nightingale, 
(whose excellent contribution is not here ques¬ 
tioned) was growing up and receiving her edu¬ 
cation. (See Three Centuries of Canadian Nursing.) 
One gathers from many histories of nursing that 
there were no bright, clean, sanitary hospitals 
where good nursing was done in the world until 
it was recommended in England by Miss Nightin¬ 
gale. The point is that we should recognize the 
good features in an existing system before it is 
abolished. 

Today, in the field of nurse-training, some 
change is necessary. Much work, formerly done 
by doctors, is now being turned over to nurses. 
There are also many more treatments, procedures, 
and medications. The hospitals are still doing 
nobly. Nursing care depends, to a great extent, 
upon the hospital but the effort for the hospital 
(and its nurses) is much greater. It is more 
expensive and requires more personnel. 

Hospitals are conducted on a non-profit basis. 
They have seen to it that the sick are cared for. 
The majority of hospitals have, until very re¬ 
cently, received little financial aid from the 
government. During many periods in history 
there would have been no personnel trained to 
care for ordinary sickness, for epidemics, or for 
war casualties, but for the hospitals. 

Financial Aid Needed 

Perhaps we have reached a new epoch. In the 
opinion of many the vital need is financial. It is 
thought that not enough prospective nurses can 
afford to pay to a hospital school tuition high 
enough to cover adequate instruction, and neither 
can they pay the cost of central school instruction. 
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Now if there is something good worth retaining 
in the apprentice system, could that system he 
so modified that it would no longer permit poor 
quality schools to continue in operation? The 
small government grant given to schools of 
nursing during the war initiated some improve¬ 
ments, indicating that part of the difficulty is 
financial. According to some recommendations, 
government funds will be necessary for university 
schools and also for the hospital schools, if they 
are to be financially independent of the hospital. 

The Canadian Nurses’ Association went on 
record as adopting the principle that the primary 
function of a hospital is the “care of the sick”. 
Until better ways and means of providing train¬ 
ing for people to do the “caring for the sick”, are 
found, the hospital continues to perform what is 
considered a secondary function. In the appli¬ 
cation and extension of this principle, some diffi¬ 
culties will arise. The ideal is financial inde¬ 
pendence of schools of nursing within hospitals. 
A very thorough system of inspection and evalua¬ 
tion would be necessary where a modified hospital 
school was retained. Funds would have to be ear¬ 
marked for school purposes. 

The primary purpose of medical schools is 
medical education. It has been suggested that 
schools of nursing might be conducted in some¬ 
what the same manner as medical schools. But 
medical schools are expensive and we seem to 
need more nurses than doctors. In medical 
schools the course in education is long, and for 
the best work, the training is long, with a 
considerable period of apprenticeship training. 

Hospital School Meets Changing Conditions 

Many of our best nurses learned the apprentice¬ 
ship way. To make this way function to meet 
changing conditions, the better hospital schools 
are developing more detailed “ward teaching 
programs”. These programs require a large teach¬ 
ing staff. 

Another progressive step which has been 
initiated in many hospitals is the “alternate” or 
“block system” of time allotment for practice and 
theory. This system removes the conflict which 
had developed between the needs of the patient 
and the educational needs of the student. During 
the days or weeks of theory the student may be 
taken to the hospital for demonstrations, clinics, 
or observations, but has no responsibility for 
patients. 

Both these advances require additional per¬ 
sonnel—and therefore additional residence space 
and facilities. More progress would be made in 
this direction if a part of the cost of additional 
residence buildings were borne by government 
as has been fondly hoped for some time. 


Where Central Schools Fall Short 

It has been suggested that central schools may 
also fall short of the needs of the times in the 
method of developing the student’s experience 
and responsibility, one opinion being that they 
might even produce modern versions of “Sarah 
Gamp”. 

Central schools would create transportation 
problems and other financial problems for a 
number of prospective student nurses. There are 
advantages in being near home. It is feared that 
such a new system would be financially pro¬ 
hibitive to some girls from rural districts—the 
birthplace of many great women and great nurses. 
We often hear, “Are we going to lose a system 
of training that produced outstanding nurses?” 
The example given is (Dame) Margaret Mc¬ 
Donald, that admirable figure of three wars, 
whose life of great achievement closed during 
the last few weeks. 

The question is asked, “Would loans from the 
government to student nurses, such as normal 
school students receive, help to retain what is 
good in the present system and to remove the 
problems which are largely financial?” 

Other fears are that we may lose the ideal 
inculcated now—that nursing is a personal service 
to the sick and suffering. Again, shall we lose 
the Christian motive in nursing? Has nursing 
ever been really successful without this motive 
of seeing Christ in the patient? “What you do 
to the least of mine, you do unto Me.” Will 
the student nurses lose something valuable in 
the close contact which they now have with in¬ 
structors, directors, heads of departments and 
supervisors, for the major part of their course? 
In the central school could there be such well 
directed guidance in all fields? Are we going to 
lose the stabilizing effect of placing responsibility 
on student nurses? This is a negative way of 
stating what some see as good points in hospital 
schools. 

Another fear about central schools is that its 
nurses will not wish to return to work in smaller 
cities. We hear that nurse aides or practical 
nurses, trained in central schools in the larger 
cities, cannot be obtained for cities of 15,000 or 
20,000 population. 

Dr. Brown, on page 80 in Nursing for the Future , 
enumerates a long list of procedures done in a 
500-bed hospital. The impression gleaned by the 
public from the context and from other articles 
that have appeared in the press is that only a 
very large hospital would have these procedures. 
Actually, today hospitals of 100 and 150 beds have 
all these treatments, procedures, and medications 
as listed. 
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Another false impression is that graduate 
nurses, head nurses and supervisors, are not per¬ 
mitted to contribute to the formation of policy 
and hospital practice. All hospitals approved 
according to the standards of the American 
College of Surgeons hold weekly conferences of 
staff nurses. These nurses make suggestions to 
the heads of nursing service and administration 
which are taken to the liaison committee of the 
medical staff. From experience, I know that 
most of these suggestions are accepted. If there 
are hospitals where all “planning is done at the 
top,” I think efficiency and good organization 
will soon disappear in these institutions. 

Students Are a Happy Group 

The press has painted very gloomy pictures 
of the hard life of a student nurse in a hospital 
school. One full page article told how unhappy 
student nurses were because they were expected 
to stand when their superior officer, the charge 
nurse, entered the ward. Now, it is well known 
that alertness, enthusiasm, and eagerness to serve, 
are characteristics of most young student nurses. 
The motive for* the courtesy of standing to re¬ 
ceive visitors entering the ward, head sisters or 
doctors, is that of the gracious hostess. It would 
seem regrettable to lose this little refinement. If 
this has been abused in any hospital by doctors 
or head nurses, I have not seen it, nor have I 
seen it resented by students. 

In the cause of honesty, directors of nurses 
would, I think, admit that student nurses with 
very rare exceptions are a happy group. Possible 
reasons are: in the first year, studies and work 
are interesting; in the second and third years, 
interest continues with some of the satisfactions 
inherent in helping one’s fellowman; it may be 
due to ease of performance from acquired skill; 
again it may be that one sees the result of one’s 
work reflected in the patient’s progress. 

We have seen many girls, who had been en¬ 
gaged in teaching, stenography and other em¬ 
ployment at comparable salaries and better hours, 
choose nursing and like it so well that when in¬ 
creased salaries and other inducements in their 
former field were offered, they refused to leave 
nursing. We have heard nurses with teacher’s 
training refuse positions of classroom instruction 
in hospitals because they did not want to get 
away from actual nursing. We have known them 
refuse to consider stewardess positions with the 
T.C.A. for the same reason. 

Personally, I have not observed a monopoly of 
joyous spirits in other types of students. In 
common with normal school and university stu¬ 
dents and all others engaged in acquiring knowl¬ 
edge, student nurses must go through the more 
or less painful process of learning, but the latter 



THE ALUMNAE FALL DANCE 

The annual Fall Dance sponsored by the 
Alumnae Association in aid of the Scholarship 
Fund was held November 22nd, 1948, at Columbus 
Hall. Jack Evans and his Orchestra were in 
attendance. 

Honorary Patrons and Patronesses were Rev. 
Sister M. Kathleen, Dr. and Mrs. Wm. Magner, Dr. 
and Mrs. G. Wilson. Patrons and Patronesses in¬ 
cluded Dr. and Mrs. Iv. Welsh, Dr. and Mrs. F. 
J. O’Leary, Dr. and Mrs. E. Brooks, Dr. J. A. 
Sullivan, Dr. R. Kelly and Miss Lois Huck. 

The hall was decorated with the school colours, 
red and white with a centre decoration of many 
coloured balloons which were set free at mid¬ 
night. 

Despite an important medical meeting on the 
same night the staff doctors and interne staff 
were well represented as well as a good repre¬ 
sentation from the student body. 

The party was a success both socially and 
financially. Many Alumnae members met old 
friends and spent a gay evening. This was in no 
small part due to the committee in charge, made 
up of the convener, Gwen Ferguson; assistant 
convener, Marie Evers; in charge of tickets, Ann 
Marie Elliott; publicity, Helen Comartin. The 
committee was assisted by Pat O’Connor, Lois 
Huck and Eunice Griffin. 

The sum of $229.54 was realized to swell the 
Scholarship Fund. 


have more immediate compensations for the effort 
of learning. The student nurse can truly say, 
“What I am to be, I am now becoming.” 


CALL, 

Siivgrwoods 

588 Dupont St. LA. 8881 












MARCH NOT ONLY MEANS MARCH WINDS- 


BUT TO ALUMNAE MEMBERS—ELECTIONS! 

SO-MARCH WINDS OR NO- 

Come and Vote 

— We Need You— 

MARCH MEETING - March 8th 

19 4 9 

NURSES’ RESIDENCE 

The Second Tuesday of the Month 

at 8 p.m. 

MAKE A DATE-WITH YOUR FRIEND - DON’T BE LATE 
SEE YOU IN THE RESIDENCE 
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On January 3, 1949, at Morley Clinic, Bogota, 
Columbia, S.A., to Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Fromm, 
a son, “Frederick Paul.” 


Mr. and Mrs. G. Y. McElroy announce the 
birth of their son, to Dec. 9, 1948, at St. Michael’s 
Hospital, Toronto. 


At St. Thomas, Ontario, to Dr. and Mrs. J. 
Peart (Marge Crimes, ’39), a son, on Dec. 14, 1948. 


On New Year’s Day, at St. Michael’s Hospital, 
Toronto, to Mr. and Mrs. James Gubb (Ruth 
Phillips, ’36), a son, “Philip Edward Donald”, 
a little brother for Jimmie and Linda. 


On October 27th, 1948, to Mr. and Mrs. Kerby 
Pennal (Helen Heffeman), a son, a brother 
for David and John. 


On Dec. 17, 1948, at St. Michael’s Hospital, 
Toronto, to Mr. and Mrs. J. O’Meara (Noreen 
Herringer, ’39), a son, “Paul.” 


Mr. and Mrs. A. Meehan (Frances Bergin, ’39), 
announce the arrival of their son at St. Michael’s 
Hospital, Toronto, on January 6, 1949. 


On Nov. 8, 1948, to Mr. and Mrs. T. L. Fuller 
(Margaret Shannon, ’35), at St. Michael’s Hos¬ 
pital, Toronto, twin sons. 


At Providence Hospital, Detroit, Michigan, on 
Nov. 10, 1948, to Mr. and Mrs. J. Hogan (Theresa 
Joinette, ’44), a son, “Thomas.” 


Dr. and Mrs. Blanchet announce the arrival of 
their son, at St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, on 
November 4, 1948. 


On Nov. 3, 1948, at St. Michael’s Hospital, To¬ 
ronto, to Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Conacher (Muriel 
Foley, ’42), a daughter, “Patricia.” 


At St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, on Nov. 4, 
1948, to Mr. and Mrs. J. Meaden (Marjorie 
Adams, ’44), a son, “James Douglas.” 


At Shaunavon, Sask., to Mr. and Mrs. M. Duffy 
(Maur'een Graham, ’43), the gift of a son. 


On Dec. 17, 1948, at St. Michael’s Hospital, 
Toronto, to Mr. and Mrs. A. Ilarpell (Lois Rich-' 
ardson, ’41), a son. 


At St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, on Dec. 23, 
1948, to Mr. and Mrs. C. Blaver (Jane Meaden, 
’44), a daughter. 


At Dayton, Ohio, on Oct. 4, 1948, to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Doran (Catherine Miron, ’38), a son, 
“John Terence.” 


“Deborah” is the name of the new daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. D. Hughes (Floris Zulauf, ’41), 

born at St, Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, on Oc- Dr. and Mrs. M. J. O’Brien announce the arrival 
tober 4 1948. °f their daughter, on Oct. 4, 1948, at St. Michael’s 

Hospital, Toronto. 


To Dr. and Mrs. Robutka, on November 11, 
1948, a son, at St, Michael’s Hospital, Toronto. 


Mr. and Mrs. B. Counter (Mary Kibzey, ’35), 
announce the arrival of their son, on November 
24, 1948. 
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Lola Styba, ’48, is on the staff of the Shaugh- 
Rest wishes are extended to the following for nessy Heights Hospital, Vancouver, B.C. 
a speedy recovery:—Florence Dwan, Margaret 
O’Meara, Elma Knott Lindsay and Laurie Rain- 
Loth. 


Mary Llwyd, ’47, is nursing in New York City. 
Everyone will be pleased to hear that Ella Her address is 170 West 74th St. 

Chalue is much improved and is home from 
hospital. 


Sister Mercedes is a patient at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital with a fractured femur. 


Pat McNamara is now working at the Shadow 
Brook Health Foundation. 


Our best wishes to Sister St. Nilus for a speedy 
recovery. 


Lucille Ryan, ’45, is in charge of the Operating 
Room at Walkerton Hospital. 


Helen Bulger Kane is now home after a recent 
operation. 




Mrs. Isabelle Silk Cook, ’36, is now a staff 
member of the Scripps Memorial Hospital, LaJolia, 
California. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


Lucille Riley is now with the Department of . 
Health, City of Toronto. 


Esme Murphy is taking post graduate work 
with the Toronto Dept, of Public Health Nursing. 


Lorraine Larson is taking Advanced Study in 
Public Health Nursing, at the University of 
Toronto, this year. 


Della Curlook has accepted a position in Dr. 
II. Hall’s office. 


Marguerite Legris is now engaged in Sanitarium 
nursing in San Francisco. 


Gloria Giashi, ’47, is now on the staff of St, 
Paul’s Hospital, Vancouver, B.C., and can be 
found at 2716 Point Grey Rd., Vancouver, B.C. 
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OUT-OF-TOWN LETTERS 



4087 Princeton Blvd., 
South Euclid 21, Ohio. 


Dear Augustine: 

This summer while in Timmins, Out., where 
our daughter, Betsy, was enrolled in the Figure 
Skating School, I saw my first issue of “The 
News”, and am most anxious to see many more 
of these interesting papers. 

I feel very guilty about asking if I may join 
the Alumnae after all these years. Hilda Shoniker 
and Cap, Emma Gignac Stone and their families, 
Clare, Betsy and I spent one Sunday together. 
I can’t tell you how much I enjoyed that meeting. 
All in all, these things, and a summer in Canada 
made me want to hear more of the friends of St. 
Michael’s and I know of no better way than 
through “The News.” 

Most sincerely, 

Gertrude West Slaughter, ’25. 


215 Church St., 

Ville St. Laurent, Quebec. 

Dear Sister Mary Kathleen:— 

No doubt you will be surprised to hear from 
one of your former graduates of ’41, now residing 
in the province of Quebec. We moved near 
Montreal last summer, as my husband accepted 
an offer to work for Charles E. Frosst & Co. It 
appears we may make this our permanent home. 

I can honestly say, Sister, that Ontario holds 
many unforgettable memories, especially St. Mich¬ 
ael’s Hospital. When I was interviewed at various 
hospitals in Montreal, the mere mention of being 
a graduate of St. Michael’s carried a great deal 
of weight. If I can practice the principles and 
teachings of the School and apply it down here, 
Sister, I shall be very happy indeed. 


Trusting that you are enjoying the best of 
health and with every good wish, I remain. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Mrs. Rita Bernier Wilton, ’41. 

£ £ 

Empire Hotel, West 63rd St., 
New York 23, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Murphy:— 

At present my address is the above; will you 
send my mail and the Alumnae magazine I love 
so much to the above address for the time being? 

Thanking you and wishing you all the compli¬ 
ments of the season. 

Olive H. Corley. 


30 Purcell Ave., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Dear Sister Mary Kathleen:— 

I am at present with the Sisters of Misericordia 
Hospital here in Winnipeg, working on a surgical 
floor which is fairly busy. All the patients seem 
to appreciate the foot bath which accompanies 
their daily bath. It makes me feel quite proud 
of Sister Jeanne’s teaching. 

Thank you very much for your kindness. 

Joan Pipe. 



Billings Bridge, Ottawa, Ont. 

Box 389, 

Dear Miss Murphy:— 

Am sending along my annual fee to the Alum¬ 
nae for 1949; and again a change of address. I 
fear my numerous changes of abode are causing 
you people extra work and am truly sorry. Ottawa 
is to be our home from now on—but the housing 
shortage being what it is, we are not yet perma¬ 
nently settled in a house of our own. 

I hate to miss even one issue of the Alumnae 
News, and hope that I am not being selfish in 
asking you to change my address card again so 
that I may continue to receive it. 

Wishing you all the best in 1949 and thanking 
you once again, I remain 
Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. J. J. Burke (Rita Caisse, ’41). 
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ROYAL RED CROSS SECOND CLASS 


We felt that this citation would be of interest 
to all our graduates. The presentation was made 
by His Excellency, the Governor General, at the 
Fort Armouries on Nov. 22, 1948. 

AWARD OF THE ROYAL RED CROSS 
SECOND CLASS 

to 

Lieutenant (Nursing Sister) Mary Adelaide 
Cooney 

The Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps 
This Officer has served in No. 4 Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Station both in Sicily and the 
Western European Theatre. She has been in 
Charge of the Nursing Division of the operating 
room in this Casualty Clearing Station. She has 
contributed most materially to the success which 
was enjoyed in the Surgical Service, by her 
untiring efforts and devotion to duty, particularly 
during periods of stress when very many wounded 
were being admitted and it was essential that 
the operating room carry on twenty-four hours 
a day. Her efforts were far above the normal 
calls of duty. 


Military News 

First Lt. Elizabeth Burns, who has been sta¬ 
tioned at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, has been 
transferred to the Philippines. 

Helen Kirk is now located at her home at 806 
5th Are. South, South St. Paul, Minn., as she 
is now officially discharged from the U. S. Navy. 



Julia Montgomery has been transferred from 
Christie St. Hospital to Sunny brook Hospital. 

Velma Chapman, 36, is now on the staff of 
Sunny brook Hospital, 



ANNOUNCING— 


SWEETHEART 

BALL 


In Aid of the 
Scholarship Fund 

COLUMBUS HALL 
February 14—Valentine’s Day 

Stanley St. John 

and his Orchestra 
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PRESENT PREDICAMENT ? 

ff you lose sleep wondering what to give Aunt 
Martha for her birthday and worry that your favorite 
bride will receive three gifts exactly like 
yours . ... if you agree with us that any gift is very 
special and should fee thoughtful and appropriate— 
you'll enjoy using Simpson's Gift Consultant Service. 
No matter how large or how small the gift you have 
in mind our experienced Gift Consultants will 
help you make the ideal choice. Their services are 
yours for the asking to make your gift-shopping 
a pleasure. 

[| 1i 

GIFT CONSULTANT SERVICE 
SIXTH FLOOR 


si 


■ 
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Bernadette Jones Maier, ’36, sent along Christ¬ 
mas greetings and tells ns that she and her little 
family are all well and happy. Bern is busy with 
her kiddies, Suzanne, Marcia, Tommy, Barbara 
and Charles, and is living at 158 Commodore 
Parkway, Rochester, N.Y. 


Mary Simons, ’ll, who is now in the real estate 
business, spent a very enjoyable summer with 
Mabel Tangey Kennedy at her summer home at 
Hamilton Beach, Ont. 


Word received from Patricia Bradford states 
that she is now in her final year at St. Louis 
University. 


Aurel Boden sent a kind note telling ns that 
she enjoyed “The News”. Thanks, Aurel. 


Kathleen Gies tells us that she had a very 
enjoyable trip to Kitchener where she was sent 
as a representative for her firm on the opening 
of their new plant there. 

Word received from Margaret Lee Mooney 
states that she hopes to be in town next summer 
with her kiddies, Patsy and Billie. 

Dr. D. Hoare has been appointed to the staff of 
St. Michael’s as Paediatrician. Mrs. Hoare is 
Margaret Power, *26. 

We note in the daily press an account of the 
conveners of the standing committees of Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada. Among these we 
find Mrs. John T. Muleahy of Pembroke in charge 
of Education. Mrs. Muleahy is the former Mary 
Taylor of the class of 1904, is well known to our 
members and has a daughter a graduate of St. 
Michael’s. Our best wishes for a successful year! 









